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FOREION LANGUACGE DEVELOFMENTAL READING COURSES

BACKGROUND

In most universities, the student initisily lsarns a foreign lang
by mastering the mechanics of grammsr and vocabulsry, The first two vear
study are spent in memorizing word connections and verb conjugations. IDuring
this initial stage of lesrning, reading consists of painstaking transiation
and habits of word-by-word reading are developed. In addition, the carefai
prommeiation of each new word is emphasized, with the result that the habli
of vocalization (oral or silent) tecomes pard of the reading process. Thene
habhits, vocalisation and word-by-word reading, repressnt jese than opbimam
percaption techniques and discourspge the practice of extensive reading in s
language. Extensive reading in any language is nscessary to ovarcoms faniiy

percaeption habits, and faulity perception techniques discourage sxisnsive rasd-
ing, thus creating a vicious cycle which arrests progress in Jearning « forelqr
langmage.

OBJECTIVE
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The courses are designed te Increase reading efficiency in foreign
lengaages. This objective will be accomplished by achieving the following
gins: -

ao Improve reading veocsbulary and develop faciliby in deriving
the meaning of words from context.

b. Increase the span of recognition in the langunage {the number
" of words perceived in cne fixation of the eye).

co _Eliminate unnecsssary regressions.
do Eliminate vocalization and immer apesch.

8o Develop uny auxiliary aspects of realing which may hinder
propgress in reading the language.

METHODS OF TRAINING

The major aims of the course will be achieved by the fcllowing
training programs

a. Disgnosis n»f the reading pattern of zach student by
5ﬁandardizad reading tests, both in Engiish and in the
foreign awguagea and by interpretation of aphth&lmm apt:
recorde of the eyes-movement paitiern.

be Ingiruetion on the use of effective discrimination and
perceplion. technlgues.

z. Tsehistoscopie practize in the recognition of words and
phrases in the language at fast rates of exposure.
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d. Controlled reading in the foreign language with the use
of the reading rate accelerator.

e. Weekly timed reading exercises to be used as indications of
progress in speed of comprehension.

fo Miscellaneous reading exercises emphasizing various aspects
of reading comprehension. These will include practice in
skimming, in reading for the main idea, and in reading for
retentlion of the main idea plus all details.

go Additional training methods and techniques which may be
indicated by the needs of the students or their offices.

PREREQUISTITE FOR COURSE

A good vocabulary in the language and the ability to vead without
translating each word are necessary requirements fur acceptance in the
course, Fulfillment of requirements will be determined by pretesting and
interview two wesks before the scheduled date of the course.

 LENGTH OF GOURSE

Eight ﬁaekss with classes three days a weeks Sessions will be
for one and a half hours on Monday and Wednesday and for one hour on

. Friday.
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